


The RTE act is an initiative    
towards providing         
primary  education to all 
the citizens of the country. 
Shaheen and Nikita met 
up with Mr. Shyam Sonar 
who has been working in 
the field of education for 
many years. They gath-
ered  information on the 
provisions under the act. 

Open spaces have traditionally been occupied 
by boys. Girls have been deprived of free    
movement and play. They also have a right to 
such public places and need to occupy them 
without inhibitions. A girls only sports event 
saw girls playing kabaddi, cricket and other 
games to their hearts content. 

Girlhood  is a gift but the taboos have 
made it a nightmare. It is time for a 
change, change to an equal, just 
world  for girls. 



Umang  is a youth 
group from the  
Vacha Koliwada     
centre.  The group 
has been active for 
the last 3 years on 
the field, promoting 
awareness on      
various issues and 
working on problems  
concerning the 
‘bastis’. Street plays, 
workshops, poster 
exhibitions, public 
meetings are means 
to work with their 
peers and people. 
This  group has     
ins pired  the             
initiation of similar 
groups in other           
centers. 

How safe is it for girls 
to be out on the streets. 
Every move of theirs is 
dictated by others.                                  
R e s t r i c t i o n s  o n           
everything, so much so 
that they are not al-
lowed to attend school. 
Being denied  an educa-
tion is the worst that 
could happen for their      
future. 
 



Right to food- a lifeline  for the  poor.  
The government  subsidizes  grains 
and  fuel   for  different economic  
strata.  But  the  quality  of  supplies  
and  the  very  functioning  of  the  ra-
tion  shops  are questionable. 

Interviews with officers and social 
workers is a good way to under-
stand the ground reality . The girls 
met a lady police  constable to know 
more about eve teasing, how to 
tackle the offenders , the charges 
that can be pressed and punish-
ments for the same. 

Brave she is, a girl who fights all odds to go  
ahead and fulfill her dreams of a good education 
and bright future.  Pooja Sharma is one such girl 
and she inspires more to  follow suit. 

Child sexual abuse is a growing concern in our so-
ciety. Children and parents need to be educated 
about when and where it could happen, how to 
handle a situation, being aware of the helpline 
numbers and the laws. 

Interviews with officers and social workers is  
a good way to understand the ground reality . 
The girls met a lady police constable to know 
more about Eve teasing, how to tackle the    
offenders and the charges  that can be pressed 
and punishments. 


